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I meet Prof. Komei Nakayama by the end of 1978 in New York, USA, during 
the annual meeting of the INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
(I.C.S.), USA Section, held at the Roosevelt Hotel. It was a memorable 
encounter were I learned he was a former I.C.S. World President, years 1964-
1965, and the founder of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR DISEASES 
OF THE ESOPHAGUS. 

When he knew my long standing, interest in esophageal surgery was kind 
enough to invite me to become a Fellow Member of his Society. I accepted, 
applied and few months later, I received my diploma of Member in June 1979, 
together with his colorful picture showing handwritten dedicatory. The 
following year, in February 1980, I also became a Member on the I.C.S. Until 
then I was in private practice of General and Transplant Surgery in the U.S.A. 

 

Soon thereafter, I decided to return to my country to open my private practice 
in my home city, Quito capital of Ecuador, in 1980. I had gone to U.S.A. right 
after graduation at Central University of Ecuador in 1969 as a Medical-
Surgical Doctor, seeking a General Surgery Specialty, which took 5 years 
(Universities of New Mexico and Connecticut) as well as Subspecialty in 
Transplantation Surgery at Wayne State University, (two more years, 
Michigan State), where I obtained my licenses after Boards and other 
examinations. Immediately returned to sunny New Mexico State and opened 
my own private practice that lasted until 1980.  

 



Next time I saw Prof. Nakayama was in February 1982 in New Delhi, India, 
during the XXIII Biennial Congress of the International College of Surgeons.  

This was the very first ICS World Biannual Congress I attended representing 
Ecuador and I continued to attend, every other year, for the next 26 years. The 
inaugural I.C.S. Council meeting was presided by Komei Nakayama Honorary 
Congress President, Kenji Honda I.C.S. World President, and Malcom Todd 
(U.S.A.) incoming I.C.S. World President. 

Arjun Segal (Delhi) and Tehempton Udwadia (Bombay) headed this Congress 
Organizing Committee. T. Udwadia became I.C.S. World President 1989-
1990. 

  

 

We had the privilege to shake hands with India Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
never expected she would be killed two years later. 

 

 

 

 



A daily newspaper published during the Congress brought at front page this 
short description of Prof. Nakayama:  

 

 

 



The following I.C.S. World Congress was posted in Manila, Phillipines, by 
December 1984. I began organizing my active participation in the I.C.S. 
XXIV Congress to have the chance to visit Japan previously. My goal was to 
visit Prof. Nakayama in his operating room in Tokyo and see Japan as much 
as possible.  I was delighted to meet two Prof. Nakayama disciples: Prof. 
Mitsuo Endo as well as Prof. Fujio Hanyu. 

                                                                                                                          

 

They took me to the operating room, I get dressed, entered, say hello to Prof. 
Nakayama and saw him perform a total gastrectomy using his own creation of a 
surgical instrument graciously called “KACHANKA”…! Great experience never 
forgotten. Prof. Nakayama passed away 20 years later, in 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


